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Lord Rothschild and the King, commits no single error
of taste or discretion: it is, in a biographer, a great
omission.

Disraeli soon emerged from the exotic chrysalis with
which he had scandalised Victorian society, and settled
soberly into English politics. So early as the year 1852 he
was painted by the President of the Royal Academy in a
complete black outfit; he was even wearing a black tie.
His judicious marriage placed him beyond the need of
money, and he moved easily up and down the pages of
Debrett: in the year 1846 he sat at table with four Lords
and a Duke.

It was in the days after the repeal of the Corn Laws,
when Disraeli had tomahawked Peel out of office, that he
began to loom large in the political world of loaves and
fish-dinners at Greenwich and to acquire a serious position
in the Tory Party.   The leadership of the Protectionists
was in that state of eclipse which has since become its
tradition.   Lord George Bentinck was an extremely worthy
man; but when his biographer observes that Disraeli " was
much tried by the behaviour of his leader, who discredited
himself by a number of petty personal charges of jobs and
blunders against Peel's late Government," and adds that
" the charges were all satisfactorily repelled," one marvels
at the continuity of the Tory tradition.   In the following
year, Disraeli moved forward to the Front Bench and
transferred his membership from Shrewsbury to High Wy-
combe ; it was the beginning of his advance.   When the
question of the leadership was raised on Bentinck's death,
the Country party was faced with the unfortunate necessity
of choosing a spokesman who was un-English, but intelligent.
Disraeli had made a militant demonstration of his Hebraism
in the publication of Tancred.   Like many Jews who have
forsaken their religion, he was doubly emphatic as to his
race;   and his description of the Church as " a sacred
corporation for the promulgation and maintenance in Europe
of certain Asian principles " must have petrified the bishops,